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Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's amendment necessitated the 
new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by O'Brien 
(U.S. Patent 5,832,457). 

For claim 1, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system having an 
input device, a printing device, a display device, and a storage device for printing other 
information in addition to required print information, comprising: 

a memory control device for receiving and storing advertising one or more 
advertisements or other additional information to be printed on a receipt paper, wherein 
the additional information is information other than the required information; (O'Brien, 
Col. 7 lines 33-35, without separate printer) 
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a display/input device for interacting with customers(0'Brien, Col. 1 1 lines 
28-36, pos system) 

a control device for generating a list of items of tlie additional information to be 
displayed on the display/input device according to a predetermined condition; (O'Brien, 
Col. 6 lines 24-60, time from last purchase) 

a selection control device for receiving one or more items selected through 
the display/input; and(0'Brien, Col. 12 lines 12-23, preselected product) 

wherein the event selection input waiting time elapses, and there is no 
selection by the customer, the selection control device can function to select the 
additional information from a list of items of the additional information; and(0'Brien, Col. 
12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

a print data generating device for generating print data to be printed on the 
receipt paper by merging original receipt information according to the payment 
transaction and the additional information designated by the one or more selected items 
in the list and sending the merged information to the printing device. (O'Brien, Col. 7 
lines 33-35, without separate printer) 

For claim 2, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 1 , wherein the memory control device receives and stores said additional 
information input over a network. (O'Brien, Col. 5 line 61 to Col. 6 line 3 communication 
link) 
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For claim 3, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 1, wherein the selection control device selects at least one item of additional 
information. (O'Brien, Col. 12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

For claim 4, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 3, wherein the selection control device automatically reads specific additional 
information according to a specific rule when a specific time has elapsed. (O'Brien, Col. 
12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

For claim 5, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 4, wherein the display control device selectively changes the specific condition 
for generating a list of additional information presented on the display device. (O'Brien, 
Col. 1 1 line 44 to Col. 12 line 23 "paths") 

For claim 6, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 3, wherein the print data generating device generates print data by reducing 
plural items of additional information read by the selection control device to a specific 
ratio when plural items of additional information are selected. (O'Brien, Col. 12 lines 42- 
55, store filter. Col. 13 lines 24-35, number of items) 
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For claim 7, O'Brien teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system as described 
in claim 1, wherein the receipt printing and issuing system is a purchase transaction 
processing system further comprising: 

(e) an accounting information control device for registering a product 
purchase by a customer and outputting accounting information; (O'Brien, Col. 11 lines 
29-39, scanner) 

said print data generating device generating print data by combining 
accounting information output by the accounting information control device with the 
additional information read by the selection control device for printing as a receipt. 
(O'Brien, Col. 7 lines 33-35 printer) 

For claim 9, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method using a 
receipt printing and issuing system having an input device, printing device, display 
device, and storage device for storing advertising or other additional information, and 
printing said additional information in addition to information for a primary purpose, said 
printing method comprising: 

(a) displaying a list of printable additional information to a customer 
including the one ore more advertisements included in said display list; (O'Brien, Col. 1 1 
lines 28-36, pos system) 

(b) receiving input from the customer selecting additional information 
including the one ore more advertisements included in said display list; (O'Brien, Col. 12 
lines 12-23 preselected product) 
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wherein the event selection input waiting time elapses, and there is no 
selection by the customer, the selection control device can function to select the 
additional information from a list of items of the additional information; (O'Brien, Col. 12 
lines 12-23 preselected product) 

(c) reading the additional information specified by said input; (O'Brien, Col. 
12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

(d) generating print data to be printed on receipt paper by merging original 
receipt information according to the payment transaction and the read additional 
information designated by the one or more selected item in the list; and(0'Brien, Col. 7 
lines 33-35, without separate printer) 

(e) sending the generated print data to the printing device. (O'Brien, Col. 7 
lines 33-35, without separate printer) 

For claim 10, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 9, further comprising: 

(f) extracting additional information satisfying a particular condition from 
the stored additional information, and generating the additional information list displayed 
in step (a). (O'Brien, Col. 6 lines 4-56, past history) 

For claim 11, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 10, wherein the particular condition In step (f) Is selectively 
changeable. (O'Brien, Col. 6 lines 4-56, past history) 



Application/Control Number: 09/812,709 
Art Unit: 2145 



Page 7 



For claim 12, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 9, further comprising: 

(g) updating the stored additional information with additional information 
input by way of a network. (O'Brien, Col. 5 line 62 to Col. 6 line 3 communication link) 

For claim 13, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 12, wherein step (b) includes selecting at least one item of additional 
information. (O'Brien, Col. 12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

For claim 14, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 9, wherein step (c) includes automatically reading specific additional 
information according to a specific rule when selection input is not received even after a 
specific time passes. (O'Brien, Col. 12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 

For claim 15, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 14, wherein step (d) includes generating print data by reducing plural 
selected items of additional information to a specific ratio when plural items of additional 
information are selected. (O'Brien, Col. 12 lines 42-55, store filter, Col. 13 lines 24-35, 
number of items) 
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For claim 16, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 9, further comprising: 

(h) registering a product purchase by a customer and outputting 
accounting information; (O'Brien, Col. 6 lines 4-56, past history) 

wherein step (d) includes generating print data by combining said 
accounting information with the selected additional information, and sending the print 
data to the printing device for printing as a receipt. (O'Brien, Col. 7 lines 33-35, printer) 

For claim 18, O'Brien teaches, a computer-readable data storage medium having 
computer program code embodied therein for implementing an additional information 
printing method as described in claim 9. (O'Brien, Col. 11 lines 28-36, pos system) 

For claim 19, O'Brien teaches, the receipt printing and issuing system according 
to claim 1 wherein said control device for generating the list of items of information 
generates the list of information satisfying a particular condition related to a customer 
demographic. (O'Brien, Col. 10 lines 4-22 target group) 

For claim 20, O'Brien teaches, the additional information printing method 
according to claim 9, wherein display a list of printable additional information to a 
customer includes displaying a list of items of information to a customer that satisfies a 
particular condition related to a customer demographic. (O'Brien, Col. 10 lines 4-22 
target group. Col. 12 lines 12-23 preselected product) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over O'Brien (U.S. Patent 5,832,457). 

For claim 8, O'Brien fails to clearly teaches, a receipt printing and issuing system 
as described in claim 1 , wherein the receipt printing and issuing system is a customer 
ticket issuing system further comprising: 

(f) a queuing number control device for managing queuing numbers and 
outputting said queuing number as print data; 

said print data generating device generating and sending to the printing 
device print data by combining print data output by the queuing number control device 
with the additional information read by the selection control device. 

It would have been obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine a queuing system with O'Brien because queuing 
system are well known in the filed of point of sale (pos) system. Because a queuing 
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system provides the befit of being able to take customers in turn. Therefore official 
notice is taken. 

For claim 17, O'Brien teaches, an additional information printing method as 
described in claim 9, further comprising: 

(i) managing queuing number output and outputting a queuing number as print 

data; 

wherein step (d) includes generating and sending to the printing device print data 
by combining said queuing number with the selected additional information. 

It would have been obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine a queuing system with O'Brien because queuing 
system are well known in the filed of point of sale (pos) system. Because a queuing 
system provides the befit of being able to take customers in turn. Therefore official 
notice is taken. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached UPSTO 892 (if appropriate). 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M. Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571)272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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